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I.—Foreien Porirtics. 


Roenama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen 
= says that the English have already spent a large 
England and Russia om the gmount of money to improve their trade in Persia 
Persian question. and have constructed a railway through Sistan 
with that object, but after all they have failed to gain their object. By a 
new farman the Persian Government has increased the duties upon goods im- 
ported into Persia from England and India, while it has greatly reduced the 
duties upon articles imported from Russia. The Sistan railroad, therefore, 
will prove a total failure. The English are sure to sustain great commercial 
loss in Persia, Unless they make a compromise with Russia with regard 
to Persia, just as they did with France in regard to Morocco, it will be im 
possible for them to obtain a foothold in Persia. 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Polue. 


9. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [( Calcutta] of the 
11th Merch writes as follows :— 

Indians are accustomed to call the Govern- 
ment their ma bap and to pay it the reverence 
which is due toa parent. No other Government in the world has got such a 
peaceful and obedient people to rule. Even in famines and festivities the 
maintain the peaceful disposition and spirit of resignation which mark their 
home life—a state of things which is cpposed to all the experience of the West. 
But it is a matter of great regret that instead of receiving the treatment 
which a good child expects from a loving mother, the unfortunate children 
of the soil receive from the Government the harsh treatment of a- heartless 
step-mother. 

The answer that ‘ from the evidence before Gavernment it would appear 
that the working of the Act (Chaukidari Act) is generally approved,” which 
the Honorable Mr. Hare gave to the Honorable Maulavi Siraj-ul-Jslam’s in- 
terpellation in the Bengal Legislative Council as regards the operation of the 
Chaukidari Act, shows with what indifference and heartlessness the Govern- 
ment looks at the miseries of the Indians. To hear an able and experienced 
man like Mr. Hare, who is reputed to have been a very good Magistrate and 
a friend of the people, talk in such a manner makes Indians despair of the 
future of India, During the last hundred years the Indians have teen 
gradually losing their wealth and prosperity, until to-day we find them com- 
pletely wrecked, A little enquiry will show that within the last fifty years 
nearly three-foruths of the higher classes, and an equal proportion of the 
lower classes, of Bengal have disappeared. At present ninety per cent. of 
respectable Bengalis live from hand to mouth and the condition of the low 
class people ig most miserable. And yet Mr. Hare says:—‘‘ The working of 
the Act (Chaukidari Act) is generally approved. ” Every villager, not except- 
ing the poorest widow who owns a hut, has to pay ‘the chaukidari tax, Is there 
any other country in which the peuple are oppressed by a tax so oppressive ? 
The panchayat who makes the assessment is appointed by the Magistrate 
and not by the villagers, and the panchayet is, as a matter of fact, almost 
always one of the worst men in the village, The assessment which is made 
by this man is confirmed by the Magistrate and no appeal is allowed against 
it. If Mr. Hare takes statistics of the cases in which the chattels of poor 
people are distrained for non-payment of this tax, he will see the oppression 
which is incidental to it. ) 


Formerly the chaukidar was a servant of ‘the villagers, but now he isa 
servant of 
Government to intimidate and oppress the-villagers. Why should the villagers 
therefore maintain him? Like the constable he ought to be maintained by 
the Government. It the chaukidari tax is not abolished, it will ere long make 
the Government very unpopular in the country, — | 


The character of the chaukidari 
tax. 
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) 
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3, In response to the appeal which was made in a previous issue (see 
i Report on Native Papers of the 7th March 1903, 
The chaukidari tax. paragraph 5) to Bengal villagers to batter the 
ears of the authorities with complaints regarding the chaukidari tax, the 
Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 12th March has received the following corre- 
spondence :— ’ oe 

(1) My name is Kasinath Basu; I live in the village Jalabari under the 
Swarupkati police-station within the Pirozpur subdivision of the Backergunge 
district. I am a Sarkar attached to the branch establishment of Messrs. 
De Mallik and Company, Opticians, in the place. Formerly I used to pay 
annas nine and my elder brother annas twelve per annum as chaukilari tax. 
Last year the village panchayat enhanced the cesses to Ks, 2-4 and Rs, 3 
respectively. We sought the protection of the village zamindars in this 
matter, and by their kind intervention had the enhanced cesses reduced to 
Re. 1-2 end Rs. 2-4 respectively. We were obliged to acquiesce in this 
because we had no other alterative. If the police is informed of such 
oppressive enhancements, it takes no notice of them. But if panchayets 
report non-realisation of taxes, it attaches the movables of the defaulters 
reported against and realises from them four or five times the amounts due 
from them. Panchayets are not salaried servants, they receive commissions 
on the collection they make. It is therefore their interest to enhance the 
tax. Miserable is the lot of the man who happens to displease the panchayet 
or the chaukidar! His tax is enhanced four or five timer, and in addition 
to this, he runs the risk of being sent to jail in consequence of a conspiracy 
between the police and the panchayet. Panchayets are also in the habit of 
defrauding illiterate cultivators and fishermen by first realising their taxes 
and then fraudulently attaching their movaties on the ground of non-payment. . 
The receipts which are given to them by the panchayets in such cases are 
not real receipts and are thought to be of no value. Such cases are not infre- 
quent. The village chaukidars seldom keep watch and ward over the properties 
of the villagers and thefts and dacoities consequently frequently occur in the 
village. Nearly a month ago a fearful dacoity was committed in the house 
of Babu Digendra Chandra Basu, a servant of Babu Baikuntha Nath Ray 
Chaudhari, zamindar, in the village. The women of the house were badly 
handled and everything was carried away. ‘The police has not been able to 
trace the culprits. 

(2) The Baldhara Union within the Manikganj subdivision of the Dacca 
district is compcsed of nine villages, all of which are inhabited mainly by poor 
people. Very few of them hold tenures. They are day-labourers and live 
precarious lives. The day on which they find no work they fast and their 
children starve, Not a grain of corn is stored in their houses. ‘When disease 
carries off the famished children, not a drop of medicine is administered to 
them. It is upon these people that the Chaukidari tax is imposed, and in 
order to realise it their movables are attached. But what movables do the 
attaching panchayets find in their houses? A few pieces of. tattered cloth 
to lay on their backs in the shivering cold and some broken cups to eat or 
drink from. ‘These the panchayet takes away, leaving the poor man to shiver in 
the biting cold of December and to eat off the bare earth. Two respectable 
persons were appointed collecting panchayets within the Baldhara Union, but 
they were obliged to resign on account of the bad and oppressive nature of the 
work they had to do. The chaukidars never go on rounds at night, and their 
voice is never heard except when it pleases them to shout out once or twice on 
their way back from a feast; and these chaukidars are maintained by the life- 
blood of the poor villagers. A cultivator once said to a chaukidar: ** You never 
guard our properties. Why doyou then bother us for the chaukidari tax?” The 
chaukidar blandly replied: ‘‘ Where is the harm if we do not guard your pro- 
perties? No one will steal the stalks of paddy plants, which areall the property 
you possess.” What the chaukidar said was sadly true. But why should the 
poor cultivator pay the chaukidari tax if he has nothing which a chaukidar can 
guard? The Bengal villager suffers oppression’ like a mute creature; he does 
not know how to ventilate his grievances. The village zamindar and headman 
are his stay and counsellors in difficulty. But these people cannot save him 
from the chaukidari tax, In July te Babu Jatindra Mohan Sinha, the ablo 
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and well-known Subdivisional Officer of Manikganj, visited Baldhera and 
made enquiries among some respectable peuple as to the condition of the local 
cultivators; but it 1s a matter of regret that no one told him what their real 
condition Was. The intelligent Subdivisional Officer, however, saw what the 
real state of things was, and said that the condition of the inhabitants of the 
Baldhara and surrounding villages was very miserable, and he would have 
helped them with money to buy seeds, but he could not do so on account of 
the village headmen, who did not think 16 necessary. Such village headmen, 
who live on usury and prosper on the ruin and distress of poor cultivators, are 
the curses of the villages. Formerly there were three chaukidars in the 
Baldhara village on a monthly salary of Rs. 3 each. But in|their place there are 
now six chaukidars on Rs, 5 each and one dafadar on Rs. 6, The village is, 
however, as quiet with the increased number of watchmen as it was before. 
The only difference between its present and its past is that the villagers have 
become a good deal poorer. If the number of watchmen is reduced to one, the 
village will continue to be equally peaceful. It is, therefore, just and equitable 
that Government, and not the villagers, should maintain the chaukidars 
whom it is its fancy to keep in the village, but who are of no use to the 


villagers. | 

4, The Ahsan-ul-Akbar [Calcutta] of the 13‘h March is sorry that a te 

_  affray took place between some Sikhs and Musal- 

A quarrel between some Sikhs mans on the day of the Holi festival on the 

een the day of the Harrison Road. When Hindus and Musalmans 

; will break each other’s heads in quarrelling about 

trifling matters, who is to undertake the solution of the great political problem 
which is forcing itself every day upon their serious consideration. 


5. A correspondent of the Hitavadt (Calcutta) of the 13th March says 
that at 7 p.m. of the 4th March last a dead body 
was found banging from a tree in a mango grove 
on the north of the railway line and by the side of 
the Grand Truuk Road between the villages Simlagarh and Pandua in the 
Hooghly district, Information was sent to the collecting panchayet, who saw the 
body and immediately sent information to the thana. The thana people sent a 
constable to watch the body during the night, and at 9 a.m. the following 
morning a head constable came to make a investigation, and declaring the case 
to be one of suicide, ordered the dead body to be disposed of. 

The deceased was not a resident of the locality. His age was between 
thirty and thirty-five, and he was tall and fair complexioned. He had with 
him a canvas bag containing a pair of canvas shoes, a piece of durry, a black 
coat, a check coat, a piece of white alwan, a comb, a needle, anda soit 
It is improbable that a! man with such an equipment had no money with him. 


A suspicious death in the 
Heoghly district. 


It is also highly improbable that the man came all the way from his own village | 


to commit suicide in a strange place. The man’s chudder and the durry hé had 
with him were marked with the initials A. B. R. ie 


6. The Basirhat Suhrid (241-Parganas] of the 14th March has the 
following :— : 

‘There has been an appreciable increase of cases 
of murder, dacoity and outrage against women in the 
ene subdivision of Busirhat. The increase is due to the 
inability of the police to find out the culprits. There has lately been a fresh 
case of dacoity in the village Gokna, in the above subdivision. One Debnath 
Das of Gokna has a shop in the village Malancha. His servant, Panchu Sardar, 
while | bringing money and two cartloads of goods to his master’s house, was 
attacked by a gang of 8 or 10 robbers. The robbers hurt the said Panchu 
Sadar severely, and decamped with a snm of Rs. 60. The event took place 
at half past 9 on the evening of the 8rd March: | 


7. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 14th March says that houses of ill fame 


Increase of crime in the Basir. 
hat subdivision of the 24-Par- 
ganas distri«t. 


Houses of ill fame near schools 


and colleges in Calcutta. Square and the Shambazar terminus of Corn- 


ge wallis Street in Calcutta. As the Schools and 
Colleges in- the town are mostly situate on or rear this road, the residence of 
prostitutes in their vicinity is baneful to the morals of the students, Cases are 


of thread. - 


abound on both sides of the road between College . 
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ktiowh: in which students have been actually led astray by these bad women, 
The attention of the Commissioner of Police is drawn to the matter. 


: 8 A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash (Dacca) of the 15th March 


publishes the following account of a murder cage 


Marder im a village in the Dacca in the village of Albbah in the district of Dacea:— 


xan aa tea ae A man, named Ajijuke came to the outpost 
in the above village and stated that his brother, nemed Saurtuka, while sleeping 


in hi¢ room‘ on the night of the 5th March, was found dead with a mortal cut 
in his throat inflicted with a sharp weapon. He said that he came to know the 
fact by the cries of his sister-in-law, who had been sleeping also in the room 


in which the occurrence took place. The murderer obtained entrance tothe 
room by house breaking. The culprit has not yet been apprehended, 

9. The same paper writes :— : Rg ae 

'Though the chaukidari tax is being continually 
increased in the village of Palang in the district 
of Faridpur, the activity of the local police has 
not been stimulated thereby. The tax has become heavier, but cases of theft 
have not decreased, The authorities will not mind your poverty, but will force 
you to pay the tax. The police also do not care for cases of theft. The other 
day one Isan De, a puor labourer, was forced to part with his utensils in order to 

y the chaukidari tax. No endeavours are being made to trace the culprit 

who stole the paddy crop of a villager. ‘This is the condition of the place, 
and it is very dangerous to discuss these matters. In the night there are no 
signs of the existence of a chaukidar. : 

10. The same paper writes as follows :— | . 

One Jogendranath, a boy of 17, who is now 
serving as a cooly in a tea-garden in Assam, thus 
describes the life he leads there:— 

‘“T have to go to work an hour and a quarter before daybreak and 
I get leave at 5 o'clock inthe afternoon. Ido.not reach my lodging till an 
hour after sunset. I have to dig five coéias of land with the spade every day, 
and if I fail to do this I am whipped. I receive every month an. allowance. of 
two rupees and a half for food and I buy rice at 8 seers per rupee. I get one 
meal in the day when Providence ordains it. Some days I have to go without 
any food at all. My whole bcdy is swollen with rheumatism, and my right eye 
is as good as gone,’ | | ae oe 

The editor deeply regrets the apathy of his countrymen who will not come 
forward to rescue this poor boy by making a small payment of money. 

11. A correspondent of the Nihar [Contai, ideener’ of. the 17th. March 

Chaukidari tax oppression inthe Complains of the ill-treatment of the poor villagers 

Garbeta subdivision of the Mid- of Garbeta subdivision of. the Midnapur district by 
ee ee the police in their collection of the chaukidari tax. 
Many poor men have left their homes owing to the. ill-treatment. Some of the 
per villagers, who spent most of their time elsewhere do not dare to return 


“way lest the band of tax-collectors should fall upon them and torture them for 
e tax. a : 


12, The Zripura Mitaishi 


% 


The police in a village in the 
Faridpur district. 


The story of an Assam cooly. 


Comilla) of the 17th March complains. of the 
Increase of theft and robbery in the northern part 
of North Bengal, and says that theft has been 


-cotnmitted in Syampur post office in Mogalhat in 
the district of Tippera. In Behar town thieves sometimes turn into dacoits and 


a& number of thefts have been committed in Kakina, . , 


(6)— Working of the Couris. 


13, The Sré Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

The officiating vacancy in the 11th March says that as by the appointment of 
zocnnd, Judgoett of the Calcutta Mr. Handley to officiate for Mr. Justice Amir Ali 
pees an injustice has been done to Babu Sarada Charan 
Mitra, so by the appointment of either Mr, Bell or Mr. Bonnaud to officiate for 
Mr. Ormond in the Small Cause Court Second J udgeship, a.great injustice has 
been done to Subordinate Judges. Subordinate Judges are the most hard- 


‘working among the judicial servants of the Government. Pe Ange 
reward ought not therefore to be ovérlooked. Sere oe oe 


Increase of theft, &c., in the nor- 
thern part of North Bengal. 
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14. The same paper says that in the Burdwan Bartlett case, Dr. Mitra, . 


who had: been charged with a trifling offence and 
Difference in the treatment of was afterwards acquitted, was obliged by the 
white and black offenders. District Superintendent of Police to walk hand- 
cuffed to the Court. On the other hand Mr. Bain, who stood charged with 
having cruelly put the cooly Lalasa to death, was kept in a Silchar hotel in a 
sumptuous style. When he was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment the 
District Superintendent of Police and the local doctor saheb accom anied him, 
‘1 the Doctor’s carriage, to the local jail to have his name entered in the Jail 
register. After the necessary entry ha been made the three went to the hotel, 
and it was arranged there that Mr. Bain would spend the term of his imprison- 
ment quite merrily and receive visits from friends. Afterwards he was brought 
to Calcutta in a first class railway carriage, as if he was a Judge ora Magistrate. 
Whether he received any address from his friends in Calcutta is however not 
known to the writer. Such is the difference that colour makes in the treatment 
of white and black offenders! : 
15. Referring to the — mane 2 my gg ae the . Sanjivant 
Calcutta! of the arch says that it is 
The Diamond Harbour case = Fecoming impossible to get European offenders 
convicted with the help of European jurors. . | 
16. Referring to the appointment of Mr. Bell, Barrister-at-Law, to the 
The officiating Second Judge. Officiating Second Judgeship of the Calcutta Small 
ship of the Caleutta Small Cause Cause Court, the same paper says that there are 
Court. more experienced Barristers, such as Messrs. Abul 
Hossain, Abdur Rahaman, and Dobbin, attached to the Court, to whom Mr. Bell’s 
appointment has been an injustice. Again, Babu Lal Gopal Sen once worked 
as a Judge of the Court with great credit. He will soon have to retire from 
service. He ought to have been appointed to the officiating post. 
17. ‘lhe same paper writes:— 
: Mr, Suryya Kumar Ajasti, the District Magis- 
ae ‘trate of Pabna, has been degraded and made a 
Joint-Magistrate. The cause of such degradation ought to be made known. 
The public have been grieved by this act of the Government. We said before 
that there had been a conflict between the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
division and Mr, Agasti, because the latter sided with the zamindar of Pabna, 
whom the Coummissiouer and the Joint Magistrate of Sirajganj wanted to keep 
under control. This may be the reason fur which he has been degraded. But 
the reason now assigned for the degradation is that he took many presents on the 
occasion of his daughter’s marrisge. We cannot believe this. Why has not 
the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division been degraded for accepting various 
presents from zamindars when he was at Pabna? Many high officials accept 
presents; but they are not for that reason degraded. We want to know the 
cause of Mr, Avasti’s deyrudation. 
18. The Keguserai correspondent of the Hilavadi {Calcutta , of the 13th 
Mr. Mahammad Hussan, Mun. March says tiiat Mr. Mahmud Hassan, Munsif of 
“i Of segusrai in tue Mingayr’ Beguserai, is the son of a gentleman who was 
_ guilty of complicity ia the Wahabi affair and who 
was, 1m Consequence, deprived of the greater part of his property by the Govern- 
ment, Mr. Hassan himself read up to the third-class of an Entrance school in 
Patna, and as he was not promoted tothe second class, he left the school and was 
_ by his father-in-law to England to study for the Bar. He came out to 
ndia as a Barrister-at-Law and began practising in the Calcutta High Court. 
He failed, however, to succeed in his profession, and kept a look out for a 
Munsifi, Th i 1 Kines ae oe ifi in 18 
. rough Mr. Justice O’Kinealy’s favour he got a Munvsifi in 1893. 
When serving as the Munsif of Bihar in the Patna district, he acquired so 
much notoriety that Mr Knox-Wight, District Judge, had to record severe 
sirickates against him. He was shielded, however, by Mr. Justice O’Kinealy. 
gain, when serving in Muzaffarpur, he twice got into trouble. On the first 
occasion an enquiry was held, but the District Judge, Mr. Staley, pardoned him 


Mr. Agasti degraded. 


out of pity for his family. The charge against him on the second occasion | 


bag that he kept up an undue intimacy with a pleader of the local bar, named 
“pelt Jamin Akhtar, who was.a fellow-student of bis, and that he decided 
all cases in which that pleader was engaged in his client’s favour. An enquiry 
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was held on this occasion, too, but Mr. Staley again pardoned him. He wag 
then transferred to Beguserai in 1900. Mau vi Jamin Akhtar also comes to 
Beguserai from time to time in the pursuit of his profession, and realises very 
handsome fees. 

At Beguserai, Mr, Hassan has proved himself a most incompetent judicial 
officer. He never attends to the cases which are argued before him, and seems 


quite incapable of following arguments. He takes a long time to decide a case, 


and even when a case is about to close he does not know what it is about and 


_ who is the plaintiff’s, and who the defendant’s, pleader. All the time he sits in 


Court he remains in a listless attitude, looking towards his house, and enquiring 
of his amla, from time to time, what the time is,.as if he was only too anxious to 
go home. He comes to Court at 10-30 4.M., adjourns the Court for an hour or 
half an hour at 11 or 11-30 a.m., and closes the Court for the day at some hour 


between 3 and 4-30 P.M. 
19, A Kushtia correspondent makes the following complaints in the same 
aper :— 
sites (1) The cost of litigation has become ruinous 
, under British rule. Suppose a raiyat forcibly 
dispossesses another of a bigha of land. The dispossessed raiyat has to incur 
the following expenses if he brings a suit to recover possession of his land :—- 


Rs. a. Pp. Rs. A. pe. 


Cost of litigation and of registra- 
tion of documents. 


Initial expenses, VIZ:— — ss ee Joe: weowee 7 0 0 
Court-fee 000 o0% a oe ee 
Paper “se oes wa f &% 
Vakalatnama ii sv wie ee 
Pleader’s retainer... tee won 2 
Pleader’s muharrir _... Vea “— ve 
Summons fee wie ies im & a 
Dakhili ... ae eee “ww Se 9 
~ Contribution to the religious fund “— = | Se 
ae swe see .—.— 9 € @ 
Plaintiff’s travelling and feeding expenses ... 014 0 
| : Total a 
Expenses for taking copy of written statement and 
serving subpoenas on four witness oe oe 


Expenses for attending Court with four witnesses at 
the hearing, supposing the case is disposed of after 
twenty-five adjournments ie i. ss oe 


Total a oe 


If appeals are made in the case to the District Court and the High Court, 
the total expenses of each party will come to about four or five hundred rupees, 
After the suit both the plaintiff and defendant are therefore ruined and reduced 
to street baggars. Itisthe duty of the Government to put a stop to this 
ruinous expenditure and save the people. 

(2) The costs in connection with the registration of documents are also 
becoming very burdensome. To take one instance, Babu Mahim Chandra Rai 
Chauduri, Sub-Registrar of Kushtia, had lately to go to the villages Gossain- 
Durgapur, and Sankardi on commission. The villages are 15 and 18 miles, 
respectively, from. Kushtia, but only 4 and 7 miles from the Halsa station of the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway. The actual expenses the Sub-Registrar incurred 
were four annas for a return ticket between the Jagati and Halsa stations and 
neg hire for a journey from Halsa to the yillages in question and back, the 

ub-Registrar having served both the Commissions in the course of the same 
visit, ‘The fees, however, which were realized from the parties were— 


Rs. A. P. 


Fee for the two Commissions at Rs.10 each +. 20 0 0 
Travelling expenses from Kushtia to Gossain, Durga- 
pur, and back at four annas per mile a ae ee 
Travelling expense from Kushtia to Sankardi, and 
back at four annas per mile — a ee ee 
: 0 


Total ... 37 0 
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The Sub-Registrar had appointed 2 p.m. of the 18th January. as the time 
when he would visit, but he reached Sankardi at 10 a.m., and finding the woman 
whose statement was to be taken down not at home, he went away. The parda- 
nishin woman had, in consequence, to incur some further expense to travel to a 
village distant four miles from her home in order to overtake the Sub-Registrar 
who was returning home after finishing his bueiness at Gossain- Durgapur. 

If the travelling expenses charged by the Sub-Registrar were not unautho- 
rised by rule, the rules themselves ought to be changed, as they are a source of 
great hardship to the public. , 

20. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 13th March writes as follows on the 

result of the Diamond Harbour case :— 

The Diamond Harbour case. 

Although in giving his charge to the jury, the Judge said, after making an 
analysis of the evidence, that the evidence of most of the witnesses pointed to 
the soldier Hawkins as the man who set fire to the hut, the jury in their verdict 
failed to identify the culprit. Of the three accused, two had visited Diamond 
Harbour in khaki uniform, and it was Hawkins alone who wore a black long coat. 
The witness Jadu deposed that it was the soldier in the black long coat who 
moved the screen in front of the woman’s hut, peeped into the hut, and then, 
having set it on fire, joined his two companions, and all three then ran away. 
How could the jury, in the face of such clear evidence, fail to regard the soldier 
who set fire to the hut as not identified? Did they not know what harm they 
would do by not fixing the blame on a particular culprit? They knew it, but 
they could not help doing it. Could they help to send three European soldiers, 
three pillars of the empire, to jail for the trifling offence of having committed 
oppression on a native? That is not an act of which European juries, strongly 
attached as they are to their own people, can find it in their hearts to approve. 
What would their own people say, they must have thought, if they helped in the 
commission of such a sinful act? Nay, how would they show themselves to 
them after doing such a wrong thing? It mattered little how many natives 
went to hell in order to save one whiteman from the slightest injury. But why 
are our Anglo-Indian contemporaries, who are in the habit of abusing native 
jurors as perverse, silent over the results of this case and of the cases of Corbett 
and Bain, in all of which, thanks to the conscientiousness of European jurors, 
the accused were practically found not guilty? | 

It is the subtle technicalities of the law which have enabled soldiers like 
O’Hara and many other Europeans to escape justice after committing the most 
heinous offences. But the ignorant and illiterate masses of this country do not 
understand such technicalities. The impression that has been created in their 
minds by the results of such cases is that the highest court of justice in the land 
does not possess the power to punish European offenders. His British sense of 
a led Lord Curzon to discern this as soon as he set foot on Indian soil, and 

e has ever since been doing his best to check the evil. But, unfortunately for 
us, crime of this nature seems to have increased from the very time Lord Curzon 
has been exerting himself to check it, and culprits have invariably escaped 
scot-free. Huis Excellency has, therefore, probably by this time, come to see 
clearly that the law courts in this country are quite incompetent either to punish 
European offenders or to save natives from oppression at the hands of such 
offenders. 

_ In the case in question, only one of the three soldiers set fire to the hut. 
His two companions, therefore, knew who it was who committed the crime. 
Why was it, then, found impossible to identify the culprit? Will not Lord 
Curzon look into the matter ? | | | 3 : 

21. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 14th’ March, publishes an account of 

The Diamond Harbour case. the Diamond Harbour case and i, . 

‘It appears from the evidence of the witnesses 
that two of the accused soldiers were dressed in 


khaki while the third had a black coat on. Though there are some discrepan- 


cles in their evidence, there seems to be no doubt that one of the accused set 
fire to the hut of the poor prostitute. But the offence has not been brought: 


home to any of the accused. Some of the witnesses deposed that it was 
Hawkins who committed the crime. But the accused soldiers were acquitted 
by the High Court on the verdict of European jurors. Who will now compensate 
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the poor woman for the loss she has sustained ? Not the man who caused 
the offence, because he has not been detected. Will the Government ascertain 
who should make good the loss ? sg 

It becomes sometimes very difficult to have an accused soldier identified 
by natives, and consequently many accused soldiers are acquitted. The people 
will be much benefited if the Government devises some method which would 
facilitate the identification of accused soldiers. In the present case the jurors 
were unanimous on the point that one of the accused committed the offence. 
But the three accused soldiers denied having committed the offence. But none 
of the jurors believed them. Though the accused have been acquitted the 
military authorities should take steps to find out the guilty person and to 
punish him suitably. —- | 

One may want to know who has become a real loser by this incident ? 
There is no doubt that the poor woman has suffered severely, but we must 
confess that it is the Anglo-India Society which has been the greatest loser 
by this incident. Can anybody picture to himself the scene when those three 
soldiers were yelling and roaming madly for a prostitute. Such a sight would 
be a horror to the native populace. ae : 

It is natural for natives to have their minds full of misgivings in conse- 
quence of such assaults by Europeans on them. During the two months which 
have passed since the Delhi Darbar, we have heard of many such assaults. 
Take, for example, the death of Karam Sing on the Darbar mazdan; of the 
cooly Lalsa in a tea-garden in Assam; and of Ali Hossein in Asansol. Whether 
accidental or owing to assaults, incidents like these have created a panic in the 
native mind. Another case of a similar nature is pending in the Burdwan 
Sessions Court. Many natives were unnecessarily insulted by soldiers on the 
maidan, while witnessing the feeding of the poor on tle Coronation Festival 
day. We do not want to discuss whose fault it was which led to the unhappy 
occurrence, But who loses when a panic is caused in the native mind b 
such incidents as these? Hoth the rulers and the ruled profited by the exist- 
ence of good feelings among them. But if the relations between them are 
strained both of them become losers. : 

22. The People and Prativasi [Caleutta] of the 14th March writes as 

follows :— ae 
ie leon of Mr. Geryye The Sanjivant of the 12th March has a para- 

graph about the degradation of Mr. Suryya Kumar 
Agasti, a member of the Statutory Civil Service. We have been astonished 
at the curiosity displayed by cur contemporary to learn the cause of his 
degradation. The people of Pabna knew Mr. Agasti very well when he- 
reigned in that district, but the Sunjivani, without knowing the facts, has highly 
eulogised him. It is not necessary to say what took place at the marriage of 
w daughter of Mr. Agasti. A hint like this will be sufficient for those who are 
aware of the facts, We are sorry to say that Mr. Suryya Kumar Agasti has 
been unable to maintain the reputation of the Statutery Civil Service. If the 
Governmerit have anything to say against the members of the Service, they 
will point to Mir. Agasti as a specimen, and we shall have to bear imputations 
simply on his account. 

We cannot say that we are not sorry for the degradation of Mr. Agasti, 
but we must aay that we are still more sorry because we are obliged to criticise 
his condnct, We consider the shortcomings of a single statutory civilian as 
the shortcomings of the whole educated community of Bengal. 

Native editors ought not to gloss over or make light of the faults of native 
officers and only trumpet the faults of Government, however slight. The 
Sanjivani is a parently not willing, for the sake of the Congress, to criticise 
high native o icials, But is this truthfulness? The Native hukims sometimes 
do more injustice than European hakims, The number of employments held 
by natives is large in the Police Department, and that is the department which 
is strongly condemned by public opinion, Where the head clerk in a depart- 
ment 18 & native, the smaller clerks are more cruelly oppressed than elsewhere, 

rhese are unpleasant facts, but we must, nevertheless, disclose them. If we 
refrain from wilfully misrepresenting. facts and if we judge everybody 


impartially, Government will favour us with its boons more. readily than 
otherw.se. 


apd 
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We cannot say that the Government is entirely free from blamein the 
Agasti case. In order to show that native officials are incompetent, Govern- 
ment purposely nominates unworthy mento the higher posts. There are 
other instances of Deputy Magistrates, promoted to ct ia ani 

roving themselves incompetent. Cases like these have convinced us that t 
Poverament wants to prove to us by a reference to them that natives are not 
at all fit for the Executive Service. _ ; 

We know other particulars regarding Mr. Agasti. No one: should desire 
to see such an official promoted at the cost of the country’s welfare. We hope 
that the Sanjivant will take a hint from what we say regarding Mr. Agasti. 

23. The Bikas [Barisal] of the 15th March, says:— - 

Babu Chandi Charan Chatterji, the Deputy 
Patuakhali relieved of Babu Maoistrate of Patuakhali, in Barisal, has been 
Chandi Charan Chatter}. granted six months’ leave, and Babu Kali Kumar 
Ray, the Deputy Magistrate of Khulna, has been transferred to Patuakhali. 
Kak: Kumar Batu is not a new man in this subdivision, having been here once 
before when he was known asa convicting officer. it is stated that he has 
since — himself. Be that as it may, there can be no doubt that the 
e of Patuakhali will feel relieved by his taking Chandi Babu’s place. 
Kumar Babu isa gentleman and is very courteous'to all. We pray that 
Government will not send Chandi Babu back to this subdivision. : 


(d)— Education. 


24. The Peopie and Prativasi [Calcutta} of the 12th March refers to an 
ee office note on female education, recently published 
Mr. Pedler’s scheme of female hy the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, and 

education. 7 gays:— 
We are neither against female education nor against the fundamental 
principles underlying it. But why does the Government put the old story in 
a novel form ?. find 
the Mahabharat or a Purana ; but is there any girl in a Hindu home who is not 
acquainted with the stories of the Ramayana or the Mahabharat? Is there any 
Hindu girl who does not wish her dearest relatives to be like the principal 
characters in the Ramayana? Hindu ladies apply moral lessons derived from 
the two great epics to their practical life. From the system proposed by the 
Director, Hindu girls will, however, derive no benefit. And if there is any 
policy in the Eropoass of teaching ‘“‘loyalty” to the women, then we must 
admit that we do not want such education for them, and we beseech the authori- 
ties not to enforce it in our homes. In one part of the order, the Director 
observes that mothers ought to be educated for the sake of their sons; but are 
there not cases enough which show that sons require to be educated for the sake 
of their mothers? According to the system prevalent in the Hindu family, no 
amount of effort to impart female education will bear fruit, unless the male 
members are first of all sufficiently educated. : Sato 

. Another point for notice in the order is that female teachers are required 
to be appointed when there is no female pupil to be taught, and pupils are 
req to be trained before teachers have been secured. — : | 

_ The matter isa serious one. It is not easy to solve the problem of a 
suitable education for the female members of our families. Hindu. women 


are thoroughly versed in moral lessons. They are also good housewives, or 


they could not keep their families with such small incomes—-say Rs. 15 or 
Rs, 20 a month—as their husbands | ossess. ‘Those who would reform 
the interior of our homes, never think of: the reform and education, necessary 
which must be first secured in the. exterior thereof. The Director of 
Public Instruction would do better to consult with the experienced social 
leaders of our country about the sort of education which would be most suitable 
for Indian women. Sere ee Sea Gy Ay ao 


25. The Sanjivani (Calcutta) of the 12th March says that it would have been 


Peed ee wee on ma Wie _-far better to appoint:an old and experienced native 
Putas, jAmistant. Directorship of Ingnector of Se ools to the pla sy ‘Directorship 

Toe ea of Public Instruction, Bengal, instead of appointing 
to it an unexperienced Professor like Mr. Peake. — | ce 


u boys may learn much morality from the Ramayana or 
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28, A comerpendent of the seme veper sons thet the Heed Master of ‘the 


lle School dees almest 
the of 


aeetion 


he formed with PD 
an, de e — aa centres. al art ie 
es sponsibility, old, experience? ang A men hy 
independent professions should be made Presidents ef the Commi 
attentien of the uyndionte of the University is drawe te the matier, 

27. The Hitavadi(Calentta] of the 13th Mareh contains a severe criticism 
The Science Reader for tho 2 Messrs, Macyaillan and Company’s Science Reader 
Misdle Vegnacular Exawinstion. for the Middle Vernaewlar Examination, 


28. The Basumnts ese of the 14th Margh writes as follows :— 
n the meeting of the Sgnate of the (alontta 
Lord Ripon'’s Education Com: University which was beld on the 28th February — 
radon pire we Bh urzons Ual- 1,4¢ to discuss the Umiversities Commission's 

) | | the Hon'ble Mr. Raleigh gave ‘vent to great wrath 
and said many things, which none but a madman would say to discomfort the 
members of the Senate. He spoke of the Viceroy as one ‘ft who, more than 
any of his predecessors, took such a deep interest in hi edacation.” Does 
Lord Curzon really take a deeper interest in higher education than what 
Bintinck, Metcalfe, Hardinge, Canning, Lawrence or even Ripon did? Mr. 
Raleigh may say “ yes”; but no one who knows the truth will , es.” After 
having spent half his life in serving the cause of education in nd, a work 
which earned for him the gratitude of the English people, Lord Ripon came to 
India where his Education Commission bore such excellent fruit as Lord Curzon’s 
Universities Commission will never bear. During his officia] career in Jndia, 
which lasted not more than 48 months, Lord Ripon found time to deliver a 
speech on educational matters every month. In these . oe he used to 
analyse the system of education which obtained in India, criticise its faults and 
point out its merits, but he never found fault with the Indian Universities, | 
The disciple always walks in the footsteps of his guru or preceptor, So 
equies of the Indian 
Universities, why should not Mr, Raleigh, Lord Curzon’s 1. ™ de the same ? 
In the meetings referred to above, Mi . Raleigh worked himself up to the 
highest pitch of arrogance and abused the Senate by calling ite leaders worthless, 
incompetent, &c. speech of the 1ith March 1882, 


tions, Commi 
presidents to m 


But in his Convocation s 
Lord Ripon praised the Senate in the highest terms and warned them never 
to attempt to cast all schools and colleges into one ynniform mould. He: also 
said that his Education Commission would have nothing to de with the working 
of the University for which he expressed his highest regard. His Commfssion 
consequently did its work in a simple unassuming manner, But the members 
of Lord Curzon’s Universities Commission, with the one henerable exception of 
Mr. Justice Banerji, in endeavouring to take credit for a thorough reform, only 
made an exhibition of impydence. Mr. Raleigh, the President of the 
Commission, was not satisfied with showing his impudence in the Commission's: 
Report, but showed it again in a most objectionable form by insulting the mem- 
bers of the Senate of the Calcutta University. Lord Ripon was gr d 
modesty personified, and his Education 7 a reflected these 

We need not say what their counterparts of the present time ere. We 3 
Mr, Raleigh will once read Lord Ripon’s speeches on education if only Se 
curiosity’s sake and no other. We also request our Anglo-Indian contem- 
poraries to present their readers with such extracts from those speeches as have 
a bearing on the question in its present form. 


an 
1168, 
h 


(e)—Local Self Government and Municipal Administration. 


29. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrike [Calcutta] of the 


11th March says that every year a sum of ru 
Oak nnin Fin ~gp of the varying from ae hemand toca lakh is spent inthe 


| itis Plague Department of the Calcutta Municipality. 


But what good the Department does is not known’ to anybody.. Its work 
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cars 40 be only to sprinkle water in infected houses. Much good can bed 
appointing doctors to attend poor plague patients in their honses and giving 


1 reported by them, All this is sheer 
pay doctors — She information do ? The first and most 
. is to Keep the town in an over-clean 
ae Bot 1 the northern division of Calcutta. is 
cwer-alihy. be aholished and let the Municipal 


mM , 
nginesr and Health Officer appl themselves to the prevention of plague in 
on own sanitary methods, ya | happy pesults will be witnessed. Iso , 
segregation and inocglation are geientific jokes, and are perfectly useless. 
Tried methods ought to be sdopted. Le a , 
80, The same paper says that the ‘Jessore District Board has decided 
| | to 6 Rs. 100 in killing mosquitoes. It is only 
The Jessore District Boardand the females of anopheles er which spread 
mosquitoes. | malaria poison. However that may be, the 
whole race must be killed in order to get rid of the female offenders, and the 
District Board has decided to give Rs. 100 to any one who would be able 
to extirpate the race. But the mosquito theo of malaria is not 
accepted by all western doctors. There is @ tank full of female mosquitoes 
of the anopbeles tribe behind the Amrita Bazar Pairtka office, and it was 
long ago decided by the authorities that they should be killed. Fortu- 
nately for the poor tiny creatures, no steps were actually taken in the matter. 
In spite of this. proximity to the female anopheles the Amrsfa Bazar Patrike 
office is as free from malaria as any other house. ' 

$1, In its issue of the 14th March, the Bangavasi [Calcutta | we ge an 

- ss gegount of a case in the Calcutta Small Cause. 

tania damages "e™as' Court in which one Debendra Nath Chatterji got 
| a decree for Rs. 800 against the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration as damages, Who will pay this money? Certainly notthe Chairman, 
nor the Vice-Chairman, nor the Engineer of the Corporation. It 1s the 
treasury of the Corporation that will supply the money; that is to say, 
the money will come practically from the pockets of the rate-payers. 
The object of the decree is to fine the Corporation for its negligence. 
And that object will be baffled if the defendant does not pay the fine 
from his own pocket. In this case the money which has been spent in conduct- 
ing the case andthe money which will be levied as damages do not come 
from the pockets of the authorities through whose negligence the case arose. - 

82. The Bankura ~~ ee of badly pene censures - 

ey ankura District or negleoting to take 
ah PR ee ee advantage of Government contribution to District 
Boards for the purpose of construeting railway feeder roads. In 1901, 
Ra. 7,000 were placed in the hands of the Bankura Board for the construction 
of such roads, but a portion of this money still remains unex nded, although 
the feeder road which Mr. Manisty commenced as a relief work is not yet 
finished. The apathy of the Board in the matter of road-making and road- 
repairing has, indeed, become extremely culpshle. The writer long ago 
requested the Board to improve the Ratanpur-Krishnagar road toa feeder 
road. Ifthe work had been taken in hand, the Board might have received 
some handsome contribution from Government in 1902 also. 

33. A correspondent of the same paper requests the authorities to re- 
“Wanted re-excavation of a tank Cxcavate the tank in Dhadanga in the Bankura 
in the Bankura district. district which su ee the villages Dhadanga, 

ates Khamar Mole arar, and Jhorbuan with their 
drinking -water. . The tank is ina very bad eondition and its water becomes 
undrinkable in the hot season. If the tank ia not re-excavated, a well ought 
to be dug for the use of the above villages. ee | 

34, The Pratijna [Calcutta] tthe 18th March gives, the iolezing 

i ee account of the Sikdarpara road in igha 
catia, Teed in Kalighat, Cal Qaloutte -— — ‘ 

: From. house No. 2 to house No. 4 there, is 
hardly any trace of a drain on either side of the road. Water issuing from 
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these houses consequently deluge the road. ‘Chere is a drain below No, 5, 


but it i with a in the neighbourhood. A lane connects ¢ 
pied bank of this tank with No. 7, but there Ye neither a drain nor a light- o 


in it. There is a hydrant in it and the water which falls from it on the ground 
only servesto carry filthy matter to the tank. There is no drain on the 
south side of the tank; there isa trace of a drain on its north bank, but that 
is only a trace. Something like a drain is visible below Nos. 9, 10, and 11, 
but the one which runs through the lane which passes by the east of No. 11 
is never cleared by the municipality ; the people of the place sometimes get it 
cleared at their own expense. There is no light in the lane which separates 
No. 11 from No. 12 in the other lane. Again, a bad tank south of this No, 12 
makes the locality extremely unhealthy. A notice was served by the Munici- 
ity on the owner of the tank requiring him to fill it up. But nothing further 
been done in the matter. From No. 14to No. 28o0n the road the drain 
is seldom cleared, and there are two very bad tanks east and west of No. 19. 
The condition of the rest of the road is so bad that a light shower causes 
water to accumulate in it. Plague, cholera, and other epidemics make frequent 
depredations in this unhealthy quarter. 


(9)—Railways and Communications including Canals and Irrigation. 


35. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the 11th March has the 
following :— , 

Without giving notices to the owners of the 
plots of land through which the Ranaghat-Murshid- 
abad line is passing, many fruit trees are being cut down, as the earthwork 
of the line is progressing. No permission to do so has been obtained from 
the owners of the trees. Asno record is kept of the trees, there will be in 
the future great difficulty in settling the prices of the trees. If the Government 
decide that any price that may be demanded for a tree should be given, 
well and good. But there will be rows about the prices of the trees if descrip- 
tive notes of the trees are not taken beforehand, 


86. The Pallivast [Khulna] of the 11th March has the follow- 


Want of railway connection with 
Khulna. 


A question in connection with 
the Ranaghat Murshidabad Line. 


Though there have been repeated surveys of 
| the proposed Hooghly-Katwa-Ahmedpur line, we 
are sorry to say that the qoeng’! of State for India has not yet sanctioned its 
construction. Cannot the East Indian Railway taken upon itself the task of 
constructing it and joining Khulna with it? As there is no railway connec- 
tion with Khulna, people feel much inconvenience, If the Ranaghat-Murshid- 
abad line passes through a place near — to Khulna, the inhabitants of the 
place may for the present be much benefited. 


37. The same paper observes that though the length of the Ranaghat- 
 Ranachat-Murshidabea lurshidabad line may be shortened by taking it 
—" ” puta 6 Ula and Birnagar, its purpose will not be 
served if it does not pass through Santipore, which 
is a large and important town. The object ofa railway isto procure a large 


The 


line. 


number of passengers and a large traffic, but in the present case no such object 
will be gained, If the line passes through the southern part of Santipore, 


it will prove a great boon not only to the inhabitants of the place, but also to 
those who live on the side of the river opposite to Santipore. 

38. ‘The Sanjivant [Calcutta } of od peg March gives an account of the 

: meeting held at Delhi on the 2nd January 1903, 
a salvey meskes See Dele ts consider the question of the wider employment 
of Anglo-Indians on railways,” and says :— ee ae. Be 

It is desirable that Government should treat Hindus and Musalmans, 
Anglo-Indians and Eurasians, men of different creeds and nationalities, all alike. 
In the Proclamation of 1858, Her late Majesty promised that Government 
service would be given to the most deserving ithout distinction of creed or 
colour, And our King-Emperor has promised not to deviate from the poliey 
of his late royal mother. e therefore ask the Viceroy whether the pr P 
ings of the meeting referred to above are consistent with the Proclamation, and 


whether it is with his knowledge that his Under-Secretary has sent letters 


} 
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about the matter to the managers of Indian Railways. Hindus and Mausal- 
mans are at least as loyal subjects of His Majesty as Eurasians and Anglo- 
Indians. Is it therefore right that Government should try to give employ- 
ment to the latter in preference to the former ? ae 
39. A correspondent of the Hitavadé (Calcutta) of the 13th March, 
aes htt makes the following complaints against the Howrah- 

ne Amta Light Railway :— 
(1) By rule each compartment of a carriage should contain six passengers. 
But, in practice, sometimes a dozen and sometimes even a dozen and-a-half 
passengers are crammed into each compartment. This generally occurs in the 
afternoon train on Saturdays and on other days before a holiday, when there 


is @ crush. 7 
(2) No drinking water is available at most stations even in the hottest 


weather. : 3 

(3) There is no waiting-room for even fifty passengers at the Telkulghat 
terminus, where passengers have to wait in the street exposed to all the incle- 
mencies of the weather, to accidents from passing carriages, and to the ill- 
treatment of police constables. __ 

(4) The waiting rooms which exist at other stations are not spacious 
enough for the requirements of passengers. 

40. A correspondent of the same paper yan of the extortions of 

railway coolies at the Howrah station, and advises 

the appointment of an officer whose duty should be 
to exercise supervision over coolies, in order to see that they do not practise 
extortions on passengers and do not, for their own gain, defraud the railway 
company by removing passengers’ luggages direct into the railway carriages 
without having them weighed. | 

41. The Bikas [Barisal] of the 15th March, says :— 
} Though the attention of the authorities had 
been repeatedly drawn to the drying-up of the 
3 . Lakhutia Canal in the Barisal district, no step has 
yet been taken to supply the canal with water. There has been a great 
_ scarcity of water, in consequence, in the villages lying on the two sides of the 
canal. And navigation in the canal has become impracticable. 3 

42. ‘The Dacca Prakash | Dacca | of the 15th March, draws the attention of 


A railway complaint. 


| The drying-up of a canal in 
Barisal. 


Pane ey the Local Board of Madaripur in the district of 
war district. bridge in the Farid- Feridpur to the unsafe condition of .a bridge in the 


es village of Mulaftagunge, under the Palong thana in 
that district. The village is an important commercial centre, and thousands of 
men gather in the village Aé¢ for the purpose of buying and selling. These 
men have to cross this bridge, which is covered with tin-sheets. For the last 
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five months the tin-sheets have been in a worn-out condition, making the 


bridge dangerous. 


beds, - Many have broken their hands and legs in ates the 


(h)— General. 


intment of Major F.C, Clarkson as the Sanitary 
mmissioner of Bengal, the Srt Sri Vishnu Priya- 
Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 11th 
) March asks why native Civil Surgeons are not ap- 
pointed to the post. European doctors possess no knowledge of the sanitar 
condition of the country. They think that the country is too filthy to admit 
of any sanitary improvement, and do no other work except writing reports. 
The case would be very different if Indians were made Sanitary Commis- 
sioners. But it is impossible for the.Government to gain the two-fold object 
of maintaining the prestige of its countrymen and doing good to the country. 
44. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad of the 11th March says 
that the inhabitants of Saidabad in the Murshid- 
abad district, applied sometime ago to the postal 
ees authorities for the establishment of a branch post- 
office in that place, It was found on enquiry that a post-office could easily be 
maintained in that village; but. sanction to its establishment was withheld on the 
ground that such a course would entail pecuniary loss on the Khagra Post 


43. Referring to the a 
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Office. The writer prays Government to make an — enquiry which 
will enable it to know whether it is desirable to put the inhabitants of Saidabad 
to inconvenience in the interest of the Khagra Post Office. If the Government 
think it not desirable to establish a ond office in Saidabad, the present Khagra 
Post Office may be removed to the Daihata turning. 3 
45. The Sansodhini [Chittagong] of the 13th March gives an account 
ak of the spirit in which Mr. Faulder, the Commis. 
Mr. Faulder, the Commissioner 6+ 151 of the Chittagong Division, does his work, 


of the Chittagong Division. and says that when on tour he entertains the poor 


who come before him with edibles. He is in the habit of visiting every school 
in his division, and whenever he goes on inspection he not only speaks kind 
words to the children, but also examines them in the various branches of their 
study. He is very courteous to all gentlemen. He examines minutely every 
detail of the Municipalities, the District Boards, the Criminal Courts, and the 
Collectorates. He never touches liquor and is dead against the use of 
cigarettes. He never allows anybody to smoke in his presence. 
46. The Hilavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th March has received a long 
‘letter from a correspondent in defence of 
Pi oaele Pe Fostmaster- My, Badshah, Postmaster-General, Bengal, but is 
unable to publish it for want of space. Instead of 
making a general contradiction of what appeared against Mr. Badshah in this 
paper, the correspondent would have done well to point out the specific charges 
which were, in his opinion, falsely made. The writer has no personal grudge 
against Mr. Badshah, nor did he ever say that Mr. Badshah was an officer 
devoid of all good qualities. It is therefore useless to discuss the matter with 
the correspondent. Everything that the correspondent says about Mr, Badshah’s 


kindness, courtesy, and competency may be true, but is that any reason why 


his faults should not be shown? The correspondent would have done well to 
shew by specific instances in what way Mr. Badshah has proved himself an 
abler Postmaster-General than his predecessors. 

47. The People and Prativasi (Calcutta | of the 18th March writes in its 
English columns :— 
| ‘¢The Government experimental farms estab- 
lished in some districts have of course tried some new methods of agriculture 
and obtained good results in the shape of increased yield or better sort of 
crop, but what steps have as yet been taken to acquaint the cultivating class 
with this improved method of agriculture? ‘The results of these experiments 
are no doubt published in Government gazettes and some newspapers, but 
the readers of such literature hardly make any use of them. The day is yet 
very far when our educated classes will take to farming,, and something should 
be done by the Government to make the peasant class profit by the experiments 
of the experimental farms. | 

‘Tt 1s cold comfort to us to be told that an Agriculture Research Station 

on a big scale is to be opened, unless there be the encouraging news that there 


Government experimental farms. 


will be agents for placing the researches of this, station within the reach of 


the people who alone will make use of them. Along with these institutions 
a movement should be set on foot for educating our cultivating class. We are 
glad to hear that the suggestion that the above research station should be 
located at Dehra Dun is not favourably regarded by some agriculturists on the 
ground that the experiments carried out at the foot of the hills would be of 
little value to the dwellers on the plains. We hope they should not be content 
with expressing @ passive discontent but see that such a station is located in 
the plains, and, what is more that the dwellers be actually benefited by them. 
The tillers of the soil should be made to overcome their natural conservatism 
in'this direction. They should be taught the advantages of scientific farming. 


Then and then only can such research institutions be of some use to the people 
of the land.” | | 


\ 


. TIT, Leagisiarron. 


48. Referring to the rors ph Pong reneregnnd Bill, the yet Seo 
eee .. tagong] of the 12th March, says that the public © 
Th ise’ pip : ’ ge 
sioners’ Bile a Chittagong ought to be given an opportunity of 
oe expressing their opinion on ifs .¢ . 
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IV.—NaTIVE STATES. 


49, The Hitavads —s of the 13th March writeg.as follows:— 
1 he Anglo-Indian press ig sti 
Sivaji Rao Holkar’s abdication. action of the Government in re g 
Maharaja Holkar. It says that when the subjects of the Indore S were 
suffering in consequence of the whimsical conduct of 
Holkar, and when the British Government had deprived them of the right of 
rising in rebellion against an oppressive ruler, it was clearly the duty of that 
Government to punish a wicked ruler in the interest of his subjects, 

But considering even the liabilities which Government has imposed upon 
itself by depriving the people of Indore of the right of rebelling against*an 
oppressive ruler, the course adopted by the Government in regard to the 
Maharaja cannot be defended from any standpoint whatever, Under existing 
conditions, the subjects have no means in their possession of checking the 
culm of a high-handed ruler. One ruler has been removed for arbitrary 
conduct, but who can say that his successor will not be arbitrary and high- 
handed like him? Instead of adopting the present course, why was not the 
constitutional form of Government, which it was some time ago proposed to 
introduce into Baroda, introduced into Indore? The people of the Baroda 
State opposed its introduction because, at the time, they felt no need for such 
an innovation. But there would have been no such opposition in Indore if 
its people were really disposed towards their rulers as they have been re- 
presented by the authorities, 

The truth is that it was not right on the part of the sovereign power to 
compel an allied prince to abdicate his throne on the above plea, and appoint 
his successor. A policy like this is injurious alike to the ruler and the ruled. 
The best course to follow under the circumstances would have been to check 
the despotism of the ruler by increasing the power of the ruled. It is no 
doubt the duty of the sovereign power to interfere when a feudatory prince 
proves a despotic ruler. But such interference becomes fruitless when it results 
only in the deposition of the ruler unaccompanied by any increase of the 
welfare of his subjects. 

Question may also arise as to the legality of the Government’s action in 
Indore. Many people are asking themselves whether the Government of India 
could, without violating the treaty with a Native Prince, legitimately compel 
him to abdicate on the plea of his despotic conduct. In the treaty which was 
concluded with Jaswant Rao Holkar in 1805,\ the Government of India ac- 
knowledged itself only as the ally of the Holkar. It is true the British 
Government stationed a body of troops in Indore when a disturbance broke 
out in the State after Jaswant’s death. But in the treaty of 1818, it again 
admitted that its relation with the Holkar was limited only to an alliance. 

Fifteen years later there was again a quarrel in Indore about the succession, 
and in the battles that were fought over the succession question between 
different sections of the Holkar’s family, the Government of India maintained 
a neutral attitude. Nay, in 1835, when Hari Rao Holkar sought Govern- 
ment’s help in defending himself against his rivals, the Government replied 
that it would not interfere in the internal quarrels of the State. It was in 


‘a 


HiTavaDt, 


1843, when the succession fell vacant, that the Government of India first took | 


_4n opportunity of interfering in the internal affairs of the State by appointing 
Tukaji as Holkar, and now it has all of a sudden assumed the power of 
exacting a letter of resignation from the ruling Chief and of appointing his 
successor. | 

The public mind has, indeed, been very much exercised over the Govern- 
ments treatment of Sivaji Rao Holkar. “There would have been nothing to 
say against the Government if Sivaji Rao had brought that treatment upon 
himself by committing an offence like intriguing against the Government. 
But his deposition, on the sole ground of his being a man of a rather rough 
temper, is not only ao. Figo but speaks ill for his ally, the British Government. 
The Civil Service itself, which Government praises so loudly, contains no few 
members who are as rough in temper as Siyaji Rao. But how many of them 


has the Government ever compelled to resign? The-Indore correspondent of 


_ the London Times rightly said, when wiring the news of the Holkar’s abdica- 
' tion, that the step was unprecedented in the annals of the British Empire. If 
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the step was unprecedented, should not an enquiry be made to ascertain how far 


it was lawful and consistent with existing treaties? 
60; ‘Referring to the case of Tatya Saheb, nephew of the late Maharaja 


x Lies of Indore, a correspondent of the same er says 
ae eee that, for some unknown reason, the invedtigntion 
of the charge of murder which was brought against T'atya Saheb was entrusted 
to a- common police jamadar, when, considering the serious nature of the 

-and the high rank of the accused, it ought to have been undertaken 
either by the Inspector-General of the Indore Police or by the’ Deputy 
Inspector-General, or, at least, by the City Police Superintendent. Will any- 
body explain why euch a slight was shown to a member of the Indore royal 
family? Again, if the police really suspected Tatya Saheb of murder, why 
was ‘T'atva Saheb’s house searched four days after the occurrence? Was the 
police asleep these four days? It is said that the City Police Superintendent, 
Oukar Prasad, bas been suspended without a public enquiry in consequence of 
the fact oozing out that a member of the Council was intimately connected with 


the case. 


BaNkKURA 
DaRPAN, 


Mar. 16th, 1903. 


BaNGaBHUMI, 
Mar. 10th, 1903. 


PROPLE AND 
PRATIVASL 


Mar. 18th, 103. 


The appeal to the Council has been attended with greater scandal. Both 
the Magistrate and the Sessions Judge held that there was not the least 
evidence against the accused, and they accordingly acquitted him. But the 
police appealed to the Council against their decision, and the appeal was 
admitted with undue haste, when the Council consisted of only one member. 
The hearing, however, was fixed for a date a month and-a-half later! The 
case was then made over for hearing to the very member of the Council who, 
according to Oukar Prasad’s deposition, was intimately connected with it. 
He rejected the appeal and acquitted Tatya Saheb. Why was this farce of an 
appeal enacted? The puerility exhibited in this case by the Indore Council 
was not expected of such a responsible body. It is difficult to see how the 
Government of India could leave the administration of the State in the hands 
of a Council like this. : ore 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


51. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 16th March says that the 
villages Raipur, Khatra and Simlapal, which have 
had bad harvests during the last three years, have this 
year been visited by a severe scarcity. |The 
labouring classes are leaving their homes, but the poorer agriculturists are in 
great distress. They have already pledged their cattle and all other movables, 
and have nothing left to live upon. ‘This is not the season for opening relief 
works. But even if such works were opened, agriculturists would not consent 
to work on them as labourers. Most of them, again, are not entitled to takavi 
advances, being for the most part agriculturists who cultivate other people’s 
land for a share of the produce, or owners of small holdings with many 


co-sharers. It is, therefore, necessary to start a special fund for the relief of 
such agriculturists. 


Distress in the Bankura dis- 
trict. 


V1I.—MIscrLLANEOUS. 


52. The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 10th March brings a case of mis- 
appropriation of public subscription to light, For 
celebrating the local Darbar, a collector of sub- 
scriptions, with the view of raising money in 
circle No. 11, under thana Mahespur in the subdivision Bongong in the 
district of J essore, collected money from the poor inhabitants forcibly and with 
threats. . It is also rumoured that though he collected Rs. 600, he deposited 
“" Rs, 100 with the Deputy M agistrate of the place. An enquiry should 


6. ‘ 
53. The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 13th March publishes the 
following in its English columns :— 


Rumoured misappropriation of 
public subscriptions. 


Pd saline Lieutenant-Governor ‘ T e OM ciatin g Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal is to remain in office till September. The 


news of the extension of His 


Honour’s incumbency as the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal, however 


short, cannot but be welcome to those who know how 
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anxious Mr. Bourdillon is to do his duty by the pe ple of the soil. Asa man 
he is known to be polite, kind, and sympathetic. This is enough to endear His 
Honour to those at least who have experienced the a attitude generally 
assumed by high-placed officials towards Indian people who seek the favour of 
an interview with them. Their manner of recelving Indian interviewers and of 
talking with them is very far from inviting. Mr. Bourdillon’s kindness and 
affability of disposition is, therefore, the more nt to the people of the 
land. But besides this polished exterior, His Honour seems to possess a good 
heart and justice-loving spirit as his inclination to take up some questions 
connected with the welfare of the educated people of the land indicates. 

‘His Honour has been pained to hear that the native professors of the 
Government Colleges are not justly treated in the matter of pay and promo- 
tion. They have to begin with a salary that can scarcely attract the best 
intellects of the land to the educational service, and what is worse they have 
to be tied down to this humble pittance for the greater portion of their 

@. 

"oe This root evil of the system under which education is administered in the 
country did not attract much attention of the august personages whose counsel - 
was sought for improving the quality of education imparted to our countrymen. 
The Universities’ Commission has proposed some remedies for the improvement 
of the quality of education imparted by our private colleges. But they should | 
have at the same time referred to the meagre pay of the native professors in 
the Government Colleges. Government colleges are looked upon as model 
colleges, and if the teachers are ill-paid there, no wonder that that should exert 
@ pernicious influence on the scale of pay adopted by the private institutions. 
The Government is thus guilty of a double a It is doing injustice to the 
teaching class and setting a bad example too. e are so glad to hear that Mr. 
Bourdillon has taken up the question in right earnest, and will fight on behalf 
of the poor teaching class, who are not held in much esteem in the land on 
avcount of their poor pay and do not try to shine in this walk of Jife. 

‘¢Mr. Bourdillon heard that the Hindoo School, deprived as it is of a 
portion of the main building, which was formerly used by it, cannot properly 
accommodate all the students on its roll, and his recent visit to that Institution 
had, we hear, for its object the solution of this difficulty. 

But the qualification which above all marks out a man as peculiarly fit 
to be a governor of any of the provinces of India is the possession of a. genuine 
and sincere desire to hold the balance even between the conflicting interests 
which he is set to look toand promote. We have reason to believe that 
Mr, Bourdillon has the essential characteristic of an impartial ruler. The 
Government of Bengal was asked to supplement the funds for the construction 
of the Y. M. C. A. buildings, and Mr Bourdillon has intimated his inability to 
comply with the request of the Y. M.C. A. Building Fund authorities on the 
ground that the Government of Bengal cannot with good grace grant pecuniary 
aid to any particular religious sect. We must not be misunderstood. We are 
glad not because a certain religious community has met witha rebuff, but 
because the ruler of the land can say ‘‘no” when he thinks he should do so. 

‘The further beauty of the thing is that His Honour as the President of 
the Y. M. U. A. made this petition to the late Sir John Woodburn who as a good 
Christian felt a little delicacy in deciding the case as it should be decided. 
Mr, Bourdillon, as the Acting Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, could not see 
his way to grant the prayer of Mr. Bourdillon, the President of the Y. M. C. A. 
This reminds us of the well known-anecdote of President Washington who dis- 
missed a friend applicant for favour by saying that as a friend he had every 


conre to help him, but as the President of the United States he could not. do 


_,_ _ At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Queen Victoria Memo- . 
rial Fund, it was resolyed that the present acting Building Committee should 
continue to act until a Trust Committee were legalised, ye fore rocedure will 
form part of the business of the Imperial Legislative Council. It is likely that 
the new Committee will include His Excellency the Viceroy, His. Excellency 
the Commander-in Chief, the Lieutenant:Governor of Benge, and the Chief 
Justice of Bengal, as ex-officio members, and algo the President of theChamber 
of Commerce and the Master of the Trades Association, It was suggested. that 
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these bodies should be allowed to elect their own representatives on the Com. 

mittee. But why not the British Indian Association? And the Municipal 
Corporation ?” 

54. The Bangavasi [Calcutta | of the 14th March publishes an account 

pk hi . of the distribution of money to the poor of Cal- 

ths pase of Caletne. of money tO cutta, which had been postponed on the Coronation 

| Festival Day, and remarks that about 15,000 to 

16,000 received money. But though there was no soldier present and though 

there was no whipping, an! no threatening, the distribution went off smoothly 

and peacefully. sa 

05. The People and Prativasi | Calcutta ] of the 17th March writes in 
its English columns :— 

“We have received a copy of the report of 
the Tangail Industrial Exhibition. Exhibitions are no doubt good in their own 
way, but much cannot be expected of them, and seeing that exhibitions are 
being held here, there, and everywhere, we are tempted to conclude that we are 
overdoing the thing. Aristotle’s golden mean finds but little favour with our 


Industrial exhibitions. 


‘countrymen at any rate, and we are having exhibitions with a vengeance. No- 


body ever cares to seriously think how these exhibitions fulfil the object for which, 
it is said, they are held. ‘The preface to the report sent us thus speaks of the 
origin of the exhibition in question. ‘The indigenous industries of which 
Tangail has been justly proud for long years have been dying out for want of 
encouragement. We have been regarding this with no mean degree of concern, 
and thought it opportune to throw out a suggestion to the Subdivisional 
Officer for an attempt at reviving them, Assured in his mind of the alacrity 
with which the local public have been known to come forward to assist ever 

worthy project, he conceived the plan of an Industrial Exhibition.’ The 
necessity of reviving the indigenous industries was felt. The Subdivisional 
Officer was asked to make an attempt at reviving them and the problem was 
very near solution. We wish the solution of this knotty problem were so easy. 
This ‘Let there be light and there was light” system might have been 
resorted to with success in the genesis of the world, but it would not be of 
much use in resuscitating our industries. 

“This vent vidi evict sort of temperament must be put aside before we. 
can hope to do any good to our country. The political regeneration of our 
country can no more be effected by celebrating a speech day than the industrial 
regeneration by holding mere exhibitions. Digging steadily in the field of 
duty it the one way of achieving success in all these matters, It is surprising 
that the absurdity of encouraging agriculture and industry in the way in 
which our countrymen seek to do it by holding exhibitions never strikes 
them. The Exhibition is held once a year, a Bishvashuar De is awarded a 
money prize of Rs. 2 on the blessed New Year’s Day for showing good speci- 
mens of potatoes and turnips, and we are at a loss to understand how a reward 
of Rs. 2 received once a year can be expected to stimulate his activity in this 
direction. ‘lhe energy that has produced the specimens would not have ebbed 
away without this attraction of two rupees. The rewards of Rs, 3 and Rs. 4 
have not we believe, supplied an additional incentive to Babu Hari Charan 
Chatterjee and Mohesh Chandra Talukdar for going on with their paddy 
cultivation. 

‘The Exhibition authorities could make a better use of their funds than 
doling out two or three rupees to the Exhibtors by granting a substantial 
amount to two or three su¢cessful exhibitors or manufacturers. The plan of 
awarding medals also does not appear to be conducive to much good. It is 
only one way of signifying, approval of certain exhibit, and the same can be 
done in a much less expensive method. The winners of these medals hardly 
use them, and the distinction which a medal bestows on its recipient can even 
accompany, a single certificate. In these matters it is not the gold but the 
guinea’s stamp which is the main thing, and a certificate from the Judges will | 
have as much value as the gold and silver medals in which some reproductive 
energy is locked up. It is a pity that even while doing business our country- 
men are so much under the spell of show and sham. Our countrymen will 
never mind business. ‘hey hold these exhibitions but seldom‘make out any 
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list of the exhibits setting forth their commendable features with a view to draw 
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‘. attention to them. If these exhibitions at least serve to advertise 
- | reco which a certain locality is famous, we might admit their import- 
ance. But few even think of turning them to advantage in this way. What we 
do may lead our countrymen to take up an ephemeral interest in a certain 
thing, but we never take steps to ensure that the interest might be sustained. 
This ‘spirit +3 to be seen in all that we do. Those who sincerely desire 
that their country should see a better day, must turn away from such demons- 
trative mode of action and should seek to diffuse amongst the mass a knowledge 
of the improved methods of agriculture and try to place them in funds 
whenever they badly require any. Teach your people to raise the best crops, 
give them @ substantis! reward when they succeed in doing so, see how you 
can give them the advantage of expert advice in these matters, and then only 

ou can look forward to a better day. Pursue shadow, make only a fuss in 
every thing you set your hands to, and the reality of material prosperity which 
is the one thing needful in these hard times, will ever elude your grasp. 


Uriyva PAPERS. 


56. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 7th March states that the weather 
| is becoming warmer day by day. Its contemporar 
The weeihet i Ure of the Samvad Vahika| Balasore! of the 5th Marc 
makes a similar statement, and adds that there were showers of rain, accom- 
panied with hailstones, in several parts of the Balasore district. 
57. The Utkuldipika [Cuttack] of the 7th March states that cholera and 
measles prevail in the Cuttack town and that many 
Cholera and measles in Cuttack Children have already succumbed to the latter 
eo disease. 
58. The same paper states that malarial fever has been raging virulently 
in the Puri town for the last five months, and that 


en & Tee ee hundreds have already died of the disease. 
59. Referring to the notifications issued by the Inspector of European 
| Schools, Bengal, and the Inspector of Schools, 
A centre for idiom examination Rajshahi Division, regarding the examination of 
— Indian teachers in English pronunciation and 
knowledge of colloquial English, the same paper suggests that Cuttack should 
be made a centre of examination for such teachers as are employed in different 
parts of Orissa, for they cannot take the trouble of going to distant centres 
of examination which must prove very expensive. ne 
60. The same paper approves of the resolution of the Raja of Nilgiri to 
ie appoint.a native of Orissa to the post. of the Dewan 
m5 J Dewan of the Raja of of that State, and this opinion is endorsed by its 
sai contemporaries of the Samvad Vahika and Garjat- 
basint. | 
61. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 5th March, hails with delight 
Mr. Egerton, the District Magis- the confirmation of Mr. Egerton as the District 
trate of Balasore. Magistrate of Balasore. 
62. The same paper regrets to notice that a man, by caste Bhumija, and 
A man killed by a tiger in Killa ®Yesident of village Hatikhulia in Killa Nilgiri, was 
Nilgiri. killed by a tiger. : 
63. ‘The same paper supports its contemporary of the Utkaldipika in its 
ones _ views that either all the Uriya-speaking districts 
Pe ang mses of the Uriya should be brought under the Bengal Government, 
g districts. : pane 
or the existing arrangements should be allowed to 
continue undisturbed. 
64, ‘The same paper supports the honest efforts of the present Viceroy to 
ee secure a reduction in taxation against the views 
a aa s efforts toreduce of the present ministry, and observes that His 
Excellency carries the sympathy of the Indians 
with him. 


65. The Athgarh correspondent of the Garjatbasini (Talcher] of the 
ia ; 7th March states that the Superintendent of the 
State omition of the Athgath ‘'Pyibutary Mahals, Orissa, was highly pleased to 
. ds .see that Athgarh had made good improvements 
within the short period of one year. : 
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» Utkaidipika {Cuttack of the 7th March approves of the system 

edits at eet be appointing a few Sub-Inspectors of Police in 

Nomination of Sub-Inspectors Orissa by nomination, and hopes that the selections 
of Police in Orissa. mude will prove oe in . van 

aper writes a svmpathetic notice of the demise of the 

ae we late Babu Desarathi Rout, a Native Christian of 

The late Babu Dafarathi Rout (Cyttack, who had rendered faithful service to the 

of Cuttack town. Cuttack public, both as a teacher and as an 


Honorary Magistrate. He will be missed long by the circle in which he used 
to move. 


Benegal ‘'RANSLATOR’s OFFICr. CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


The 21st March, 1908. Bengali Trarslator. 
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